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AK Party meets at emergency convention,
Yildirim sole candidate for chairmanship

)) RULING Justice and Development Party (AK Party) delegates will gather in Ankara on
Sunday for an emergency convention where Binali Yildirim, the transportation minister
with a long track record of success in realizing megaprojects, is the sole candidate to replace Ahmet
Davutoglu as party chairman and prime minister. Yildirim, whose term as transportation minister
is the longest in Turkey’s history and has witnessed nearly TL 255 billion ($85.57 billion) in invest-
ments, is also welcomed by Turkey’s business community. PAGE 4
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Business world welcomes future
PM Yildirim with excitement

Following the AK

Party’s announcement

of Yildirim, also known
as the infrastructure
maestro, as the sole
candidate for prime
minister, the business
world welcomed the news,
looking positively to
Turkey’s economic future
and maintaining full

confidence in the AK Party

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE-

) BUSINESS community representatives
say a prime minister that takes decisive

action will bring great opportunities for

them, suggesting that Yildirim will lend im-

petus to the economy.

Independent Industrialists’ and Business-
men’s Association (MUSIAD) Chairman
Nail Olpak said he believes Yildirim will con-
tinue to make significant contributions to the
country with his extensive experience and
broad vision. “As the business community
in Turkey, we will continue to work with our
government to build our future;” he added.

A written statement from the Turkish
Exporters’ Assembly (TIM) said the assem-
bly welcomes Yildinim’s candidacy for the
AK Party chairmanship and prime minister.
“We believe this is a major step toward the
achievement of our 2023 objectives in terms
of harmony and stability. We highly appre-
ciate Yildirim for his efforts and success in
spurring infrastructure investments and
development projects. We wholeheartedly
believe the new Cabinet to be formed under
Yildirim’s tenure will endeavor to conduct
more investments, production and exports
in the upcoming years in line with our 2023
goals” it said.

Istanbul Chamber of Commerce (ITO)
Chairman Ibrahim Caflar referred to
Yildirim as a “visionary politician” who left
his mark on Turkey’s development over the
past 15 years, adding, “We are greatly pleased
to learn of his candidacy.”

Istanbul Chamber of Industry (1SO)
Chairman Erdal Bahgivan said industrial-
ists consider Yildirim’s candidacy for prime
minister to be a major step, adding that the
moves that Yildirim has taken in transpor-
tation and information technologies are the

;

concrete indicators of what he will do as

prime minister. “This is an important issue
for industrialists. We think our work in high
technology will progress further,” he added.
fzmir Chamber of Commerce Chairman
Ekrem Demirtas said Yildinm’s candidacy
gives hope to both Izmir and Turkey’s busi-
ness circles, “Yildirim is a man of politics who
made unique contributions to the country as
a minister of actions and sanctions;” he said.

Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s Asso-
ciation (TUMSIAD) Chairman Yagar Dogan
said Yildirim undertook significant roles in
the government’s development policies and
made great endeavors for the implemen-
tation of mega projects with his visionary
characteristics. “I believe he will continue to
succeed in our country’s development and
growth policies in his new role. He will make
breakthroughs in regional policies, relations
with the European Union, the implementa-
tion of economic reforms and the achieve-
ment of Turkey’s 2023 objectives,” he said.

Yildirim, who has been nominated as
AK Party chairman and prime minister fol-
lowing Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu’s
withdrawal, stood out as a hardworking and
successful minister during his more than 11
years in the ministry.

Yildirim's term of office has seen nearly
TL 255 billion in investments and the imple-
mentation of many mega projects on an in-
ternational scale. Also, a total of 24,280 kilo-
meters of divided roads were put into service;

&
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the distance between big cities was reduced
by the construction of the Ankara-Eskisehir,
Ankara-Konya and Ankara-Istanbul high-
speed train projects, and 1,805 kilometers
of new railways, including 1,213 kilometers
of high-speed train lines, were constructed
in the same period. Yildirmm'’s term of office
also saw the connection of Istanbul’s Asian
and European sides through an undersea rail
tunnel, the Marmaray, and the completion
of the Black Sea Coastal Road Project, the
construction of which had lingered for many
years.

Additionally, the construction of the
Kars-Thilisi-Baku railway, which will offer
international transport services between the
Asian and European continents, was initi-
ated during Yildirim’s incumbency. It is ex-
pected that the railway will come into service
at the end of this year. Also, Istanbul’s third
Bosporus bridge, the Yavuz Sultan Selim
Bridge, which will be one of the largest bridg-
es in the world, has nearly been completed
as part of the North Marmara Highway proj-
ect, The construction of the Eurasia Tunnel,
which will connect the two sides of Istanbul
under the Bosporus strait, is on the verge of
completion. The last deck of the lzmit Bay
Bridge, which is one of the longest suspen-
sion bridges in the world, was also installed
during Yildirim’s service as minister.

With the principle, “We will make air
travel the way of people,” Yildirim increased
the number of operational airports in Tur-

I

key to 55 from 26 and the number of airline
passengers to 182 million from 34.4 million
a year. The aviation industry grew by 15 per-
cent on a national scale and by 5 percent on
a global scale in the same period. Also, con-
struction work on Istanbul’s third airport,
which will be one of the largest airports in
the world when completed, gained speed
during Yildirim’s term. A number of private
airline companies entered the aviation mar-
ket as a result of the liberalization achieved
in the sector.

Many significant projects and studies
were carried out in communications and in-
formation technologies. As a result of this,
the number of mobile phone subscribers rose
to 73.2 million from 23 million in 2002, and
the number of broadband subscribers soared
to 41 million from 3,000 in 2002. The dura-
tion of television conversations surged to 370
minutes from 126 minutes a month, and e-
commerce volume achieved a 21 percent up-
surge, reaching TL 18.9 billion from 900,000
million in 2003. Yildirim, who introduced
4.5G technology in mobile communications,
initiated work to make Turkey have a say in
5G technology.

On the other hand, the tender for the bloc
sale of 55 percent of Tiirk Telekom, one of the
largest privatization tenders in Turkey, was
held during Yildirim’s period in 2005. Oeger
Telecom placed the highest bid of $6.550 bil-
lion during the tender and purchased 55 per-
cent of Tiirk Telekom. ISTANBUL / DAILY SABAH
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Isler
yolundadir

ani birdenbire “Davutcu” kesilenler
I—Ivar va... AKP’li olmayip da AKP've
don bicenler...

Hocay kiskirtip AKP icinde bir “catlak”
varatabilir miyiz? Yanina Biilent Arin¢’t kat-
sak, baslarina da Abdullah GUl'ti gecirsek?...
Hatta Abdiillatif Sener’i de sandiktan ¢ikanp
tozunu silsek?...

Clinkii ayni zaman-
da memleket de bati-
yordu va... Erdodan’in
elinden “kurtarilma-
s1” gerekiyordu...

Bakalim yeni
basbakan Binali
Yildirim'in yeni bas-
bakanlgini sermaye

nasil karsilamis?
Dindar isadam-
lan elbette hos kar-
silamislar. MUSIAD
Baskan: Nail Olpak
“tecriibe ve vizyonuyla bun-
dan sonra da 6nemli katkilar saglaya-
cagina inamyoruz” demis.

Bu dogal. Ustiinde durmaya gerek yok.
Fakat bakalim “laik” sermaye ne diyor?

Istanbul Tiearet Odasi Baskan lbrahim
Caglar “biiyiik bir memnuniyetle 6gren-
dim” demis.

Tirkiye Ihracatcilar Meclisi de biyiik
memnunluk duymus.

Istanbul Hazirgiyim ve Konfeksiyon
Thracatcilan Birligi Baskam Hikmet
Tanriverdi “iilkemizin iiretken ve biri-
kimli bir liderin eline gectiginin 6nem-
li bir géstergesi” diyor.

Konut Gelistiricileri ve Yatmmalan
Dernegi Baskani Omer Faruk Celik:
“Atilmeai, yatmima, ticaret dengele-
rini bilen, ekonomiden anlayan bir
proje adammn gelmesi Tirkiye icin
bir sans gibi goziikiiyor.”

Izmir Ticaret Odast Yénetim Kurulu
Baskani Ekrem Demirtas: “Céziim odak-

I ama hizh ¢éziim odakh bir basbaka-
na sahip olmak iilkemize yeni acihm-
lar ve firsatlar getirecektir.”

Ege Ihracatc: Birlikleri Bagkani Sabri
Unliittirk: “Tiirkiye 2023 yili hedeflerine
yildimm hiziyla kosacak.”

Eh, hadi bunlar tiiccar... Ya sanayici ne
diyor?

Istanbul Sanayi Odasi Baskam Erdal
Bahawan: “Onemli bir adim olarak
goriiyoruz, yaptigs atilmlar bundan
sonra yaf klarinin somut i i
veriyor,”

QOrzak Global Holding Bagkani Ahmet
Akbalk: “Ekonomi icin sicrama sans1
getirecektir.”

TBTSO Baskani Ibrahim Burkay: “Is
diinyasina giwven veriyor.”

TUROB Baskan: Timur Bayindr:
“Turizmin en 6nemli adimlarmdan
biri olan altyap yatimmlarinda biiiik
projelere imza att, iilkemize yeni bir
soluk kazand gina i y >

ITHIB Baskan lsmail Giille: “Devam
eden projelere hiz kazandiracagina ve
veni projeleri de en hizh bir sekilde
hayata gecirecegine inanijoruz.”

Ege Bélgesi Sanayi Odasi Baskamn Ender
Yorgancilar: “Bizleri dinleyen, anla-
van ve coziim odakh Sayin Binali
Yildinm’in isminin acikl dan
biiyitk memnuniyet duymaktayz.”

Hemen akliniza gelmistir, peki TUSIAD
nerede?

Nerede olacak, “sozde sola” yeni lider
bulma pesinde, Kiliedaroglu'nu devirip yerine
bir baskasim gecirme derdinde!

Hadi hayirh arayslar. “Memleket bati-
yor” diyen Fethullaha profesrler var,
“karga kilavuz” niyetine onlara da dansin.

eardic@sabah.com.tr SMS: EAR yaz 4122'ye
gonder. (1.60 TL] MH: 02165317373
[MESAJ) facebook.com/enginardic

11





